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action to others.   In the physical world, an injury
inflicted by him on others will bring the reaction of pain,
while the karma or reaction of a kind act is a force
which adjusts material circumstances so as to produce
a comfort; in the astral world, dislikes will react as
griefs, while sympathies will bring happiness; in the
lower mental world, criticism of others will work itself
out in worries to him, while search for truth will produce
inspirations; and in the higher mental world, aspirations
will give ideals to be followed life after life.
But first it should be understood that the Law of
Karma is a natural law and not an artificial one laid
down by an external authority. An artificial law has
penalties attached to it, which are local, changeable and
escapable.  A thief may escape detection altogether
or may get light or heavy punishment if caught. But
a natural law is not a command like an artificial law;
it is a simple statement of successions or sequences.
That c fire burns \ that * if you put your hand into fire,
it will burn ', is the statement of a natural law. It is not
a command not to put your hand into fire, nor does
it lay down a penalty for its breach, but lays down an
invariable sequence of conditions—such a condition being
present, such another condition will invariably follow;
and the sequences never vary. The first condition is
called the cause, the < second the effect. But if a new
condition is introduced, the succeeding condition will
be altered, the effect now being the resultant of both.
It has nothing of the nature of command; it leaves
us free to choose, but points out that such and such
thing will inevitably happen as the sequence of our
choice, and whatever the condition we choose, we must
accept with it the inevitable sequence.   Wanting to

